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Loading...	by	Ken	Saunders	Here	are	a	few	quick	and	easy	ways	to	install	Firefox	add-ons	manually.	Some	are	quicker	than	others,	you'll	just	have	to	pick	the	one	that	you	like	the	most.	First	Things	First	-	Install	methods	-	Install	a	Firefox	Theme	Manually	First	Things	First	If	you	have	already	saved	an	extension	to	your	desktop	(or	other	location),	you
can	skip	this.	Download	the	extension	that	you	want	to	your	computer.	For	security	reasons,	it	is	highly	recommended	that	you	only	save/install	add-ons	from	the	official	Firefox	Add-ons	site,	from	an	official	Mozilla	site,	from	a	Mozilla	repository	on	github,	or	from	a	trusted	Mozilla	employee	or	volunteer.	If	a	download	option	isn't	available,	right	click
on	the	extension's	install	link	and	select	"Save	Link	As..".	Be	sure	not	to	change	the	file	extension.	A	Firefox	extension	will	be	an	.XPI	file.	Example:	web_developer_tools_toolbar_button-0.9.5-fx.xpi	Once	you	have	downloaded	the	extension,	there	are	several	ways	that	you	can	install	it.	Tip:	To	find	the	location	where	add-ons	are	installed	by	default,
press	Alt	+	h	>	t	(Help	>	Troubleshooting	Information)	>	Profile	Folder	>	Show	Folder	>	extensions.	Manual	Install	Methods	Method:	Since	Firefox	4,	there	has	been	an	option	to	manually,	and	easily	install	saved	add-ons.	Open	the	Add-ons	Manger	>	(Alt	+	t	>	a)	click	on	the	gear	icon	(Tools	for	all	add-ons)	>	Install	Add-on	From	File..	>	browse	to
the	add-on	>	double	click	the	add-on	(or	select	Open)	>	Install	Now	Despite	this,	the	following	tips	may	still	be	better	and/or	quicker	options	for	you.	Method:	With	Firefox	open,	hit	Ctrl+	o	(or	Cmd+	o)	>	browse	to	the	extension	>	double	click	the	extension	(or	select	Open)	>	Install	Now.	Method:	Press	Alt	+	f	>	o	>	browse	to	the	extension	>	double
click	the	extension	(or	select	Open)	>	Install	Now.	Method:	Drag	the	extension	to	the	instance	of	Firefox	on	the	taskbar	>	wait	for	Firefox	to	appear	>	drop	onto	the	browser	window	>	Install	Now.	Method:	Drag	the	extension	to	the	Firefox	desktop	(or	other)	program	shortcut.	If	Firefox	is	running,	you'll	see	the	Software	Installation	window	appear	>
Install	Now.	If	Firefox	is	not	running,	it	will	start	up	and	the	Software	Installation	window	appear	>	Install	Now.	If	you	have	a	Firefox	desktop	shortcut	with	-no-remote	-p	appended	to	it	(allows	for	running	multiple	instances	of	Mozilla	apps),	you	can	install	the	extension	into	whatever	profile	that	you'd	like	if	Firefox	is	not	currently	running.	Tip:	If	you
do	run	multiple,	simultaneous	instances	of	Firefox	(e.g.,	Release,	Aurora,	Nightly,	etc),	you	can	drag	and	drop	an	XPI	link,	or	the	"Add	to	Firefox"	button	(from	the	Firefox	Add-ons	site)	from	one	running	instance	of	Firefox	to	another	running	instance	of	Firefox	and	the	add-on	will	be	installed	in	that	version	of	Firefox	(if	of	course,	it's	compatible).
Install	a	Firefox	Theme	Manually	Method:	Firefox	4	and	higher.	Open	the	Add-ons	Manger	>	(Alt	+	t	>	a)	click	on	the	gear	icon	(Tools	for	all	add-ons)	>	Install	Add-on	From	File..	>	browse	to	the	theme	file	>	double	click	the	file	(or	select	Open)	>	Install	Now	Method:	Open	the	Add-ons	Manger	>	(Alt	+	t	>	a)	click	on	Appearance	>	drag	the	theme
file	that	you	saved	to	the	instance	of	Firefox	on	the	taskbar	>	wait	for	Firefox	to	appear	>	drop	onto	the	browser	window	>	Install	Now.	Selecting	a	Theme	Open	the	Add-ons	Manger	>	(Alt	+	t	>	a)	click	Appearance	>	select	a	theme	(single	click	on	one),	click	Enable,	restart	Firefox.	Your	selected	theme	will	be	visible	after	Firefox	is	restarted.	Install
Add-on	graphic	by	Ken	Saunders	Hand	used	in	graphic	by	mossi889	of	devaintART.com	Add-ons	let	you	add	bells	and	whistles	to	Firefox.	You	can	get	add-ons	that	compare	prices,	check	the	weather,	change	the	look	of	Firefox,	listen	to	music,	or	even	update	your	Facebook	profile.	This	article	covers	the	different	types	of	add-ons	available	and	how	to
find	and	install	them.	What	types	of	add-ons	can	I	install?	These	general	types	of	add-ons	can	be	installed:	Viewing	and	managing	your	installed	add-ons	Search	engines	can	be	viewed	and	managed	in	the	Search	panel	in	Firefox	OptionsPreferencesSettings	.	For	other	add-ons:	Click	the	menu	button	and	choose	.	The	Add-ons	Manager	tab	will	open.
Select	the	panel	for	the	type	of	add-on	you	wish	to	view	or	manage,	such	as	the	or	panel.	For	detailed	information	on	disabling	or	removing	add-ons,	see	Disable	or	remove	Add-ons.	How	do	I	find	and	install	add-ons?	Here	is	an	overview	to	get	you	started:	Firefox	may	offer	personalized	recommendations.	Click	the	menu	button	,	click	and	select	.	To
install	a	recommended	add-on,	click	the	blue	+	Install	Theme	or	+	Add	to	Firefox	button,	depending	on	the	type	of	add-on.	At	the	bottom	of	the	list	of	recommended	add-ons,	there's	also	a	Find	more	add-ons	button	you	can	click.	It	will	take	you	to	addons.mozilla.org	where	you	can	search	for	specific	add-ons.	For	advanced	users:	You	can	also	install
add-ons	from	a	file.	If	you	saved	the	installer	file	to	your	computer,	(for	example,	an	.xpi	or	.jar	file)	you	can	install	the	add-on	using	the	gear	icon	in	the	upper-right	area	of	the	Add-on	Manager	panel.	Select	from	the	menu,	then	find	and	select	the	file.	Some	extensions	place	a	button	in	the	toolbar	after	installation.	You	can	remove	those	or	move	them
into	the	menu	if	you	want	-	see	Customize	Firefox	controls,	buttons	and	toolbars.	Troubleshooting	add-ons	For	information	on	troubleshooting	problems	with	extensions,	plugins,	or	themesextensions	or	themes,	see	the	articles	below.	Problems	with	installing	or	uninstalling	add-ons	Problems	caused	by	add-ons	These	fine	people	helped	write	this
article:	AliceWyman,	Chris	Ilias,	Cheng	Wang,	Underpass,	novica,	Tonnes,	Michael	Verdi,	scoobidiver,	John99,	Swarnava	Sengupta,	Ben,	Centinel,	ideato,	Michal	Stanke,	Imen,	Joni,	Artist,	andrewtruong,	Ömer	Timur,	Caitlin	Neiman,	Ryan	D	Day,	tech53,	Angela	Lazar,	Fabi	A	theme	is	a	type	of	Firefox	add-on	that	changes	the	visual	appearance	of
Firefox.	This	article	describes	how	to	find,	install	and	manage	themes...	When	you	install	an	extension	into	Firefox,	you	may	be	presented	with	a	message	similar	to	this	one:	This	is	an	extension	asking	your	permission...	By	default,	Firefox	does	not	come	with	translation	features.	However,	you	can	easily	add	such	a	feature	by	installing	an	add-on	of
your	choice....	Extension	Basics	Getting	started	Mozilla	Developer	Network	Documentation	Topics	Community	Extension	Basics	Getting	started	Mozilla	Developer	Network	Documentation	Topics	Community	You	may	want	to	send	a	user	your	add-on’s	XPI	file	by	some	means	other	than	a	web	download,	such	as	an	email	distribution	of	a	beta	version	for
user	testing.	In	this	case,	there	are	two	practical	options	for	installing	the	add-on:	Using	Install	Add-on	From	File	in	the	Add-ons	Manager.	Adding	the	file	to	one	of	the	standard	extension	folders.	No	automatic	updates	will	be	performed	for	add-ons	installed	using	these	methods.	You	will	have	to	deliver	a	new	XPI	file	to	your	user	for	each	update.
However,	automatic	compatibility	checks	are	still	performed.	Regardless	of	the	sideloading	method	used,	you	must	prepare	the	add-on	as	follows:	Ensure	the	add-on	includes	an	ID,	by	adding	the	following	to	its	manifest.json	file,	replacing	your-add-on-name@your-domain.com	with	a	suitable	ID	for	your	add-on:	"browser_specific_settings":	{	"gecko":
{	"id":	"your-add-on-name@your-domain.com"	}}	An	email	address	style	ID	is	recommended.	To	use	Install	Add-on	From	File	in	Add-on	Manager,	send	the	user	the	signed	add-on	with	the	following	instructions:	Save	the	add-on	file	to	a	suitable	location	on	your	computer.	In	Firefox,	open	the	Firefox	menu	Firefox	browser	menu	button	and	click	Add-
ons.	From	the	settings	cog,	open	Install	Add-on	From	File:	Browse	to	and	open	the	file	from	the	location	where	it	was	saved.	When	prompted	click	Add:	The	add-on	will	now	appear	in	the	add-on	manager’s	list	of	installed	add-ons	and	be	ready	to	use:	Starting	in	Firefox	73,	it	will	no	longer	be	possible	to	have	an	extension	be	automatically	installed	as
part	of	another	application	install.	See	the	Add-ons	Blog	for	more	information.	This	method	of	add-on	installation	involves	copying	the	add-on	into	one	of	the	standard	extension	folders	on	the	user's	computer.	Once	copied,	the	next	time	Firefox	launches	the	add-on	will	be	installed.	By	default,	the	user	will	be	asked	to	approve	the	installation,	and	if	the
user	approves,	the	add-on	will	be	installed	and	automatically	loaded	for	subsequent	launches.	If	the	user	has	more	than	one	Firefox	profile,	the	approval	and	installation	will	occur	on	the	next	launch	of	each	profile.	For	details	on	controlling	whether	the	user	is	prompted	to	approve	the	installation,	see	Controlling	automatic	installation.	Rename	your
XPI	file	To	use	this	method,	your	XPI	file	must	be	named	using	the	add-on	or	application	ID,	as	set	in	Preparing	your	add-on.	The	signed	add-on	file	you	downloaded	from	AMO	will	be	named	something	like	borderify-1.0-an+fx.xpi	(see	Signing	and	distributing	your	add-on	for	more	details),	change	this	to,	for	example,	borderify@example.com.xpi.	If	you
are	developing	an	add-on	for	Firefox	you	can	use	an	extension	proxy	file	to	install	an	add-on	without	copying	the	files	over	to	the	standard	extensions	folders.	Add	the	add-on	XPI	file	to	a	standard	extensions	folder	In	what	follows	{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-13a3a9e97384}	is	the	application	ID	of	Firefox.	The	standard	installation	of	Firefox	disables	the
automatic	installation	of	add-ons	from	these	locations	(see	Controlling	automatic	installation).	As	a	result,	the	process	for	each	of	the	methods	described	below	is	as	follows:	Copy	the	renamed	XPI	file	to	the	extensions	folder	for	Windows,	macOS,	or	Linux	as	appropriate.	Note	that,	depending	on	the	desktop	OS	and	its	settings,	the	user	may	need
administrator	permission	to	complete	this	action.	Close	and	restart	Firefox.	Depending	on	the	OS	and	version	of	Firefox	one	of	the	the	following	will	happen:	The	install	will	happen	silently,	and	the	user	will	need	to	open	add-on	manager	and	enable	the	add-on:	An	interstitial	message	will	be	displayed:	The	add-on	is	now	installed.	For	more	details	on
the	interstitial	and	silent	installs,	see	Controlling	automatic	installation.	To	uninstall	the	add-on,	close	Firefox	and	remove	the	add-on	from	the	location	where	it	was	added.	Windows	To	install	the	add-on	for	a	user	of	the	computer,	copy	the	XPI	file	to:	C:\Users\\AppData\Roaming\Mozilla\Extensions\{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-13a3a9e97384}\	If	this
folder	does	not	exist,	create	it.	You	can	also	identify	the	current	user’s	path	with	the	%appdata%	system	variable.	macOS	To	install	an	add-on	for	use	by	all	Firefox	profiles	and	all	users,	copy	the	XPI	file	to	the	global	extension	folder	located	in	Library.	If	this	folder	doesn't	exist,	you	will	need	to	create	it.	/Library/Application
Support/Mozilla/Extensions/{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-13a3a9e97384}/	To	install	an	add-on	for	a	specific	user,	copy	the	XPI	file	to	the	user's	local	Library:	~/Library/Application	Support/Mozilla/Extensions/{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-13a3a9e97384}/	Linux	To	install	an	add-on	for	use	by	all	users,	copy	the	XPI	file	to:
/usr/lib/mozilla/extensions/{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-13a3a9e97384}/	Or...	/usr/lib64/mozilla/extensions/{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-13a3a9e97384}/	Or...	/usr/share/mozilla/extensions/{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-13a3a9e97384}/	To	install	an	add-on	for	a	specific	user,	copy	the	XPI	file	to:	~/.mozilla/extensions/{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-
13a3a9e97384}/	Develop	Publish	Manage	Enterprise	Themes	For	developers:	@mozamo	For	end	users:	@rockyourfirefox	Stay	up-to-date	on	news	and	events	for	Firefox	extension	developers.	If	you	haven’t	previously	confirmed	a	subscription	to	a	Mozilla-related	newsletter	you	may	have	to	do	so.	Please	check	your	inbox	or	your	spam	filter	for	an
email	from	us.
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